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Dear friends,

JC's baptism

Greetings from Normandy! We're approaching the end of the summer, a season called ‘La Rentrée’ in
France. We're thankful for some special and fun family times together over the summer. Our daughter
Eloise graduated in July and is now moving into the working world. Please pray for her. We're preparing
and looking forward to what God is calling us to in the coming months.

Baptism

In early May, we celebrated the baptism of a young refugee lady, JC, who came to Christ and who we
have been discipling. It's wonderful to see her faith and how she is trusting the Lord in her difficult
situation. Please pray for her and for her walk with the Lord.

May conference

Thank you for praying for the conference
of the French Baptist Federation which
we hosted in Caen in May. There were
around 300 participants and it went very
well despite some challenges. There was
a lot of preparation in the weeks and
months beforehand and members of our
church and other churches in the
network worked and served together in
teams. Afterwards, a member of our
church shared, “I feel that serving
together like this has definitely deepened
the unity and fellowship in our church
community. We should do it more!”

Conference

Youth service

We praise God for our youth group. It is small but they are on fire for the Lord and serving in the
church with their gifts. Some are part of the worship group. At the end of May, after a few weeks of
preparation and support, they led a Sunday service. It was a big blessing for the church and an
encouragement for them. Please pray for them to stay strong in their faith in a secular culture.

Chantal’s testimony

After Easter we started a sermon series on victory in Christ. One of the themes was living in victory in
Christ in the middle of sickness. It was a relevant and challenging subject, especially for several people
in the church who are currently facing various sicknesses. God spoke to us through his word and also
through the vibrant testimony of Chantal, an elderly widow. She is facing long-term illness and
sometimes lacks strength to walk. She shared with us how her relationship with Christ has grown



deeper since her illness and how she has learned to lean on God and draw strength and joy from him
daily despite everything. She is on fire for the Lord and an example for us as a church. Please continue
to pray for her.

Outdoor Sunday services

During the summer we had a couple of
open-air Sunday services in a park in the
centre of Caen. It was an opportunity to
invite friends and have fellowship over a
picnic and games afterwards. Sometimes
some curious visitors in the park got closer
during the worship or listened to the
biblical message that was being shared.
Please pray for these people, that the
seeds that were sown in their hearts will
bear fruit for the kingdom of God.

Open air service

Gospel discovery course

We are praying and hoping to host a discovery course (Alpha course) in the autumn. We ran one two
years ago where our neighbour Corinne came to Christ and is now an active member of the church. As
well as being a great opportunity for people to come to know the Lord, it's also a good team building
time for the volunteers in the church who come to prepare the evening. Please pray for friends and
neighbours that we are inviting, that many of them will come.

Please also pray with us for:

e Refugees. We continue to care for the refugees God brings to us, many of whom have been
through terrible ordeals. We still have our monthly foodbank to support them. Recently several
have had their applications denied and some have been moved to new locations. Please pray
for them, especially for those with young children.

e Church network gathering. The six churches in our Normandy network will be coming
together on Sunday 20 September for a day of teaching, prayer and fellowship. Please pray that
the churches will be encouraged and strengthened through this time.

o David and Vanessa. Sadly, David, who helped lead the youth and had started doing theological
training as preparation for future ministry, is no longer coming to our church and has paused
his training. His decision is for personal reasons. Please pray for him and his wife and may God
guide them. Please also pray for God's provision of a youth leader,

e Church planters training. Sena, with a team, will be teaching a group of church planters on 9-
10 October in Paris. Please pray that the groups will be encouraged and will go back and have
an impact in the communities where God has placed them.

Thank you for all your prayers and support for the ministry here.

Love from,
Sena and Jane
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