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FOREWORD BY THE BISHOP OF CHESTER

| HAVE read the draft of Mr. Hallam’s “Story of Barnston” with
great interest and warmly commend it to all those who are interested
in the history of the parish.

We are all to a great extent the children of the past, and if we
would know ourselves, we must know the roots from which we
have grown.

Mr. Hallam's book will help to this end. It is all the more relevant
in times of rapid and drastic change, for so easily are old scenes and
ways forgotten and those who can tell of them are no longer avail-
able. This is particularly true of Barnston and Pensby for they are
already subject to the tidal wave of new housing flowing over the
district, and the old landmarks are being swamped.

All the more reason that before it is too late the past should be
recorded. Mr. Hallam has done so with great skill. In particular |
commend his work for two reasons.

First, he notes so many delightful, and in themselves insignificant
details. History is often made by unimportant people, and trivial
events. These things enlighten the landscape and give point to the
story.

Secondly, he reveals the centrality of the church in the comm-
unity over a hundred years. This has been an important function
over many centuries in our country. The changes which we are
witnessing in society have done much to alter the status of the
church in the community. But it still can and should be the focus of
community providing the fellowship and sense of purpose for which
so many are seeking.

The parish, conscious of its past, is doing its appointed work
well today. May it long continue to do so.




INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

THIS book has been written with a two-fold purpose; as part of the
celebration of the centenary of the consecration of Christ's Church,
Barnston, and in an attempt to place on permanent record the story
of events in an English village.

Barnston is not an ancient church. There is nothing to tell of the
unfolding of the flower of English architecture through the centuries
but it is hoped that this tale of the progress of the parish and the
simple anecdotes of village life (which parishioners have requested
should be included) may not be without interest. An attempt has
been made also to comply with requests for notes on the historical
background of the parish and the Hundred of Wirral.

In addition to personal memories of forty years the writer has
had the benefit of the longer memories of other parishioners of
Barnston, many of whom were born in the village. Their stories of
human interest, reminding one of the leisurely, pastoral novels of
George Eliot, are gratefully acknowledged. Acknowledgment is made
also to the learned scholars who have left us the written records of
their researches into the history of Wirral. The writer is grateful to
the Vicar and to other kind friends who willingly lent books that
would otherwise have been unobtainable, and to the Borough Lib-
rarian of Bebington for useful information.

No acknowledgment would appear to be necessary for the
following amusing item of misinformation which is quoted in a book
entitled, “The History of the Hundred of Wirral”, by William Williams
Mortimer (1847)—"A recent edition of the best praised and most
widely advertised ‘Gazetteer of England and Wales’ thus describes
Barnston. ‘There is a tunnel here 550 yards in length, through which
the Grand Trunk Canal passes. Distance from Great Neston, four
miles north by south!”.” Mr. Mortimer wisely added—"'There is no
canal in the hundred, nor any navigable water nearer than the Dee
or the Mersey, from which Barnston is about equi-distant.” The
canal tunnel is at Barnton, near Northwich.

TWO CHURCHES—ONE PARISH

In writing about Barnston one must have Pensby also in mind
but it will be appreciated that in any history of the parish there is
more to be said, historically and topographically, about Barnston
than about Pensby. The focal point of the centennial celebration is
Barnston Church which the two communities attended for the better
part of the hundred years. The people of Pensby helped to build the
church at Barnston and the people of Barnston helped to build the
church at Pensby. There is today a happy unity of two churches in
one parish.






CHAPTER ONE

THE BACKGROUND OF HISTORY

THE history of the Hundred of Wirral has been written many
times. It is here necessary to give only a brief sketch of the historical
background to Barnston and its neighbourhood: but first, a glance at
prehistory; footprints in a church porch and a stone pushed around
a corner.

Wirral is a district of red sandstone (at one time quarried from
the surface at Thingwall) but at Storeton there is a quarry of white
stone. This silvery stone was used in the building of Barnston Church
and many other churches and public buildings in Wirral, including
Birkenhead Town Hall. In 1837 a slab of stone was found in the
quarry on which are the impressions of the footprints of a prehistoric
animal. From the resemblance of the footprints to the impression of
a human hand the name Labyrinthodon (Cheirotherium Stortoniense)
was given to the unknown animal (Greek—''cheir”"—the hand). The
footprints may be seen in the porch of Christ Church, Higher
Bebington.

THE “BARN STONE"”

The second relic from the days of prehistory is a granite boulder
(one of many in Wirral) which, after a long journey in the Ice Age,
had rested by what is now the bus stop in Barnston Village. It had
always been known affectionately as the ""Barn Stone’ and the name
of the village had sometimes, but incorrectly, been attributed to it.
It is true that in Domesday Book the name of the village was spelt
“Bernestone’ (the first “e” being pronounced as in Derby) but
Neston was also spelt with a final “e”" (Nestone).

Having survived the blackout in the Second World War (when it
looked a little uncomfortable in its unexpected coat of white paint)
the boulder was removed from the village in 1948 by the Cheshire
County Council as an obstruction! Local residents were indignant

7



and letters of protest appeared in the press. The council then called
for some evidence of the historic value of the stone. Correspondence
took place with a local historian who confirmed that the stone is an
Ice Age boulder. The council said they would put the stone back in
the village provided that a place could be found where it would not
be an obstruction. The council returned the stone on being informed
that the farmer at Beech Farm had readily agreed to its being placed
outside the wall of his front garden, where it now rests. On Whitfield
Common there is another boulder, this one having an inscription
stating that it had been carried by glacial action from Griffel in
Galloway.

A prehistoric flint implement was found in Barnston Dale about
seven years ago.

With the exception of coins and other objects found at Meols
and West Kirby there is little evidence in Wirral of the Roman occu-
pation of Britain. The paved causeway between Prenton and Store-
ton has been called “The Roman Road’ and “The Monks’ Stepping
Stones,” both names being equally fanciful.

SAXON AND DANE

Many of the names of Wirral villages end in the Anglo-Saxon
“ton” (“tun,” an enclosure, hence a village) or in the Norse equiva-
lent “by”. Barnston is thought to have been the town of Beorna, a
Saxon chieftairi (“Beorna’s tun’’). Pensby is derived from the Welsh



“Pen" (hill)—the hill town. Canon Isaac Taylor writes, “The spit of
land called Wirral seems to have allured the Norse colonists by its
excellent harbours.” The name of the Scandinavian god Thor is said
to have been given to Thurstaston but on this point historians dis-
agree. There is more reason to believe that Thingwall was the place
of a local “thing” or parliament, probably on Cross Hill. There are
many other sites of local Danish parliaments including Tingwall
(Shetland Islands) and Tynwald (Isle of Man).

There is a legend that a king of Norway named Olaf raided the
shores of Britain and settled for a time in Wirral, that he was
betrothed to Gyda, the sister of the King of Dublin, known as The
Lady of Wirral, and that he had a rival called Alfin of Litherland who
challenged him to “fight to the death for the fair hand of the Lady
Gyda."” Olaf and Alfin are said to have each gathered twelve suppor-
ters when thirteen sanguinary duels took place simultaneously in
Barnston Dale. The natural amphitheatre of the dale would have
been a fitting setting for such a fight between Viking warriors but
the story is not referred to by many reliable historians and is
mentioned here with reserve.

There is more positive evidence that a battle took place in the
year 937 at Bromborough (Brunanburh) in which Athelstan defeated
the united forces of Scotland, Cumberland and the British and Danish
chieftains. The victory is recorded in a Saxon chronicle. The site of
the battle is indicated on maps by crossed swords and the date (the
only such marking shown in Wirral on maps which have been
examined).

In the eleventh century the Saxon landowners were ejected and
their lands were given to the Norman barons. Hugh Lupus, Earl of
Chester, gave Barnston to William Fitz-Nigel, the second Baron of
Halton, by whom the manor was divided. In 1354 one moiety was
held by Robert de Bernston. In later years the principal landowners
were the Earls of Shrewsbury, successive Viscounts Leverhulme,
and the trustees of the late Joseph Hegan. Storeton was held by the
Stanleys. At Storeton Hall Farm a window of the great hall (four-
teenth century) may be seen in the part of Storeton Hall still stand-
ing. In the fields below Storeton there was a racecourse in 1847.



MURDER IN BARNSTON

In the fourteenth century there were two murders on one day in
Barnston. In his history of Thurstaston, F. C. Beazley writes —
““Robert de Crouton, parson of Thurstanston, was indicted because
he came to Barneston on Sunday, 1st February, 1376/7, and there
killed Richard del Halle. There seems to have been some disturbance
for on Tuesday, 24th February, 1376/7, Henry Coly, coroner of
Wirhall, and the villages of Berneston, Thyngwall, Hasilwall and
Irreby, presented that Randle, servant of Robert de Crouton, parson
of Thurstanton, killed Richard the Mulner of Berneston, at Berneston,
on the same Sunday, while defending himself.”’

From Thurstaston in the eighteenth century comes a less violent
note (a digression from a history of Barnston but included here for
its simple piety). On the 30th September, 1727, William Whitmore,
the squire of Thurstaston, made his will. Above his signature he
wrote—"'As soone as maybe after | am dead | will be put into a
plain oak coffin made att home. Take up the flags, they cover the
stares which goes down to my vault. | will be lodged there privately,
twelve a clock att night, no sermon, onely prayers.”

CHAPTER TWO
THE VILLAGE :

IN the last hundred years the village of Barnston has not changed
a great deal. A few more houses have been built and the “green” is
now used as a car park but there are still the church, the glebe field,
the inn, four farms on a main bus route, picturesque cottages, and
the descent between rocks to the dale (dangerous now but with a
promise of a return to serenity when an intended by-pass road is
made).



The stream in the dale is called The Ayne and joins Prenton
Brook which is a tributary of the Fender. Still to be seen are the
remains of a sluice gate. It is thought that there was here an old
watermill. There was a well in the dale which, until just before the
1914-1918 war, was the source of water supply for the village. Older
residents of Barnston remember buckets of water being carried to
the cottages.
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Manor House stands near the site of the old hall. A ditch in the
field by the church is believed to have been part of the moat which
surrounded the hall and which was cut through by the Birkenhead-
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Heswall road. In “Magna Britannia” by D. and S. Lysons, 1810, we
read—"The old hall has been taken down: it was in ruins in 1718."
The lane between Manor Farm and the lay-by, opposite to the
church, is shown on a map of 1788 as “’Dirty Lane.”

The cottage opposite to the Women's Institute was the lodge to
Pensby House, in Downham Road North, which also has been taken
down. A carriage-way ran between Pensby House and the lodge.
Barnston Towers, built in 1852 with a remodelling of earlier build-
inlgs, formerly had two castellated towers but one has been dem-
olished.

Barnston Towers

In one of the two cottages in the dale a wheelwright worked at a
now almost forgotten craft. There was a forge at the end of Acre
Lane, a pinfold for stray animals in Whitehouse Lane and a brick and
tile works at Greenheys. At the other end of the parish, in Thingwall,
there was a flourmill which was taken down in 1898. Six-pound
wholemeal loaves were.made and butter tubs were washed in a
local well.

Houses in Storeton Lane preserve the names of the fields in
which they were built—The Longcroft, The Woodcroft and The
Ayne Croft. At Bank Farm there was a toll bar with gates on a turn-
pike road. The kitchen of the farm (then called Tollgate Cottage),
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with the window overlooking Storeton Lane, was at one time the
village shop. Bank House, formerly Townsend Farm, has the date
1754 and was once a tavern. Other buildings in the village have
eighteenth century dates and initials. In former times the village
postman was a veteran of the Crimean War. He lived in a wooden
hut, which he had built, opposite to Gills Lane.

There will be many who will remember Dale House Farm in
Storeton Lane as Scott's Farm, a tea-room and picnic centre. In the
summer season children came in large parties from Liverpool and
Birkenhead for what were then known as “treats.” Special trains
brought them to Storeton Station (since demolished). Today, as a
camp under the control of the Liverpool Union of Youth Clubs, it is
a valued centre for gatherings of young people from all parts of
Great Britain and countries in Europe.

CHAPTER THREE

THE PARISH AND THE CLERGY

THE parish of Barnston was originally formed on the 29th November,
1870, out of the parish of Woodchurch and consisted of the
Township of Barnston. By an Order in Council dated the 26th
February, 1880, the Township of Pensby, then also in the parish of
Woodchurch, was annexed to and became part of the parish of
Barnston. In 1959 the boundaries were extended to include Thingwall
which had previously been in the parish of Woodchurch.

POPULATION

1871—Woodchurch parish: Barnston, 292; Pensby, 30.
1971—Barnston-with-Pensby parish, 17,000 (approximately).



THE CLERGY

Vicars of Barnston-with-Pensby:
Crawford Logan, M.A., 1870-1871.
Josiah Thompson, B.A., 1871-1875.
Allen George Glenn, M.A., 1875-1921.
William James, M.A., 1922-1932.
Herbert Victor Aspinwall, M.A., L.Th., 1933-1953.
Henry Leslie Williams, B.A., 1953-

Curates and parishioners ordained:
{Now in the diocese of Chester unless stated otherwise).
Curates:
Harold Johnson, 1957-1961 — Vicar of Alvaston (Diocese of
Derby).
John Eardley, B.A., 1962-1965 — Vicar of Hollingworth.
Norman Peter Christensen, B.A., 1965-1970. — Vicar of Over-
with-Winsford.
Stanley Beckett, 1964-1971—(Vicar-elect of Daresbury).
Ashby Owens, B.A., 1971-

Parishioners ordained:

John Edward Leeman. — Service overseas.

Everard Williams. — Vicar of Dunham-on-the-hill.

Ernest Burrell Charnock. — Rector of Tattenhall.

Warwick Ariel Jones, B.Sc. — Vicar of St. Mark, Birkenhead.

Michael Edgar Bennett, M.A. — Curate at Tewkesbury (Diocese
of Gloucester).

Christopher Rodney Windle, B.A. — Curate at St. Mark, Saltney.

CHAPTER FOUR
THE CHURCHYARD

BEFORE entering the church let us look at the churchyard. On the
right-hand side of the gates will be seen in the wall the ends of two
drainage pipes. The only reason for mentioning them is to place on
record a charming phrase handed down from past generations. The
stonemason who mended the wall called them “weep holes.”

The churchyard originally occupied an area of approximately
three-quarters of an acre. It was drained and levelled in 1872 at a
cost of £52. Through the generosity of the present Lord Leverhulme,
who gave the land, two extensions have been made. In 1958 the
Bishop of Chester consecrated the first extension, the second being
consecrated by the Bishop of Stockportin 1962.
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The gates were designed and given by a member of the congre-
gation in 1960. They were made by a blacksmith named Barlow, of
Heswall, and were virtually his last handiwork before retirement.
His forge, in common with those of Enoch Roberts in Pensby and
Robert Forshaw in Acre Lane, is now, alas, no more. Mr. Barlow was
the descendant of a long line of Heswall blacksmiths. It is said that
one of his ancestors shod the hooves of horses in the army of William
of Orange before William embarked at “Hoyle Lake”” (Hoylake) to
“subdue” Ireland. The gates have symbolic beauty. In the centre of
each gate is the cross above the world (as in the orb, held in the
Queen’s left hand at her coronation). At the bottom of the gates the

iron symbols represent the diocese, the deanery and the parish—the
wheatsheaf of Chester (heraldically a “garb”), the Horn of Wirral,
and a loaf for the parish. The “master forestership’” of Wirral was
held by “cornage’ (possession of a horn). The Wirral Horn is still
in existence and carefully preserved by the third Earl of Cromer
(recently appointed ambassador to the United States of America)
to whom it came through the female line of the Stanleys of Storeton
and Hooton. The meaning of the loaf will not be immediately apparent
to new residents in the parish. Until 1942, on every Sunday morning,
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there were four four-pound loaves on a trestle in the porch of the
church, part of an ancient “‘charity” from the mother church of
Woodchurch. The charity is known as Gleave's Bread Charity and
was begun with a gift of £60 by Thomas Gleave in 1645. War-time
rationing put an end to the distribution of bread and the charity has
since been given in money. This fragment of history is now preserved
in a setting worthy of its origin.

With the view towards Heswall across the surrounding fields
the churchyard is still a place of rural peace. Many of the older
headstones stand askew like stranded fishing boats. The effect is
not unpleasing. With a frame of lofty trees they are a picture of
rustic simplicity in contrast to the stark symmetry of much of
modern urban development. It should be added that parishioners
have been asked by the present vicar to give attention to their family
graves on which the headstones stand at a possibly dangerous
angle. The trees are lime, elm and chestnut. There used to be many
fruitful walnut trees but they have disappeared.

THE FIRST BURIAL

From her bedroom window in Bank House Farm (as it was then
called) a little girl named Amy Pickering Thomas watched the bishop
and the clergy at the service of consecration of the churchyard. Four
weeks later, on the 29th July, 1871, she died, aged two years and
eight months. Her grave, the first in the churchyard, is near to the
grave of the first vicar at the east end of the church.

Near the wall by the main road are little wooden crosses with
pathetic epitaphs of babies whose brief lives were measured in days.
Two soldiers are buried beneath headstones. One headstone has
the badge of the Cheshire Regiment and the other has the badge of
the King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, similar to thousands of head-
stones in British war cemeteries throughout the world. The War
Graves Commission pays annually a small sum towards the upkeep
of these two graves. On the north side of the church smaller head-
stones stand above the ashes of cremated parishioners. Ashes are
now buried beneath small flat stones on the south side.
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On a headstone near the west end of the church is inscribed
“Richard Newby, M.M.”. In the 1914-1918 war Mr. Newby was
awarded the Military Medal for a gallant action in France in which he
lost his right arm. He was the son of the second verger and the
father of a lady now living in Barnston.

In wandering around the churchyard a little curiosity was noticed.
On one old headstone is a mistake of a kind not often seen in carved
inscriptions. A letter has been omitted and inserted above —
MA(R)CH.

_Gravestones in churchyards have always had the inscriptions
facing east (waiting for the rising sun on Resurrection Morning).

“AND SOME THERE BE, WHICH HAVE NO MEMORIAL”

(Ecclesiasticus xliv 9)

In an unmarked area of approximately fifty square yards on the
south side of the church are believed to be interred a number of
victims of enemy air attacks on Birkenhead in the Second World

War.

il "‘{?ﬁ\-
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CHAPTER FIVE
THE CHURCH

THE nineteenth century in England was the century of Revivalism
in architecture. Many bad buildings were erected but there were
many good ones, the best being St. George's Hall, Liverpool (the
finest building in the world in the Neo-Classical style) and the Neo-
Gothic Houses of Parliament. The churches, many hastily built, were
not always beautiful. In a recent novel (“Unhallowed Murder,” by
S. Nash) it was said, with caustic wit, that one such imaginary
church “suffered from preservation as other churches suffered from
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unhappy restoration.”” This could never be said of Christ's Church,
Barnston, which was built with good taste to a design by a distin-
guished architect and which has been lovingly embellished during
the passing years.

The church was built at a cost of £3,000 in 1870/1871. It was
consecrated (with the churchyard) on the 30th June, 1871, by the
Bishop of Chester, the Right Reverend William Jacobson, the prin-
cipal benefactor being Joseph Hegan of Dawpool in memory of
whom a marble tablet was erected on the west wall. It was designed
by G. E. Street, the architect of the Royal Courts of Justice in The
Strand, London. The style of architecture is Gothic Revival (Geomet-
rical). Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner describes the church as “‘rock-
faced” with windows “‘studiously varied.”” Examination of the irregu-
lar surface of the exterior shows that “rock-faced” is an apt des-
cription, the outer rough walling being in contrast to the interior in
which the walls are built of smooth blocks of stone. The windows
are indeed varied. The three windows on the north side of the nave
have each two lights under a trefoil, with sloping sills. On the south
side there are three windows of three stepped lights, and one with
a single lancet, all with flat sills. There is fixed seating for two hun-
dred people but this is increased considerably, when necessary, by
the use of chairs. The vicarage and coach house were designed by
J. Francis Doyle

It may be wondered why the church was not built with the main
entrance near to the road through the village. The reason is that it
has always been a general custom to build Christian churches with
an east to west axis, with the altar at the east end. This is not a
universal rule. The greatest church in Christendom, St. Peter’s,
Rome, has the altar at the west end.

In 1882/1883 three structural additions were made. It was not
at first intended that the church should have a screen but there were:
doubts about the stability of the chancel arch. A tie rod was inserted.
The tie rod is now effectively hidden by the beautiful screen which
was erected at a cost of £53. A porch and a coke house were built,
costing £93.



THE INTERIOR

The picture behind the altar is a reproduction of “The Last
Supper’’ (a fresco, now fragile and faded, in the church of S. Maria
della Grazie, Milan, painted by Leonardo da Vinci, c.1494-1497).

The Sunday School banner has a title not in use today —
“Barnston-cum-Pensby.” It was reconstructed by the late Margaret
Hughes, a local artist, who made the lovely Mothers’ Union banner
which has for its motif the marriage of Joseph and Mary.

The framed tapestry “Moses and the Law’ is older than the
church. It was designed and executed in 1859 by Ellen Charnock in
memory of Margaret and Annie Beatrice Charnock.

In addition to the marble tablet to the memory of Joseph Hegan
there are meta! memorial plaques to the Reverend Allen George
Glenn (vicar of the parish for forty-six years), Ferdinand Thomas
(churchwarden) and Joseph Percy Prichard (choirmaster and
organist).

The encaustic tile flooring in the sanctuary is not the most
pleasing feature of the church but it is now covered by the beautiful
blue carpet, with fleurs-de-lis, which covers also the flooring of the
aisle.

A grating in the floor near the chancel steps is part of a system
of heating by “convected heated air,”” through a grille in the north
wall of the nave, which was installed in 1948. This method of heating
proved to be inadequate and was replaced in 1961 by the present
efficient oil-fired central heating system.

THE WAR MEMORIALS

The names of men from the parish who died in the armed forces
in the two world wars are recorded on brass plates in the chancel;
eighteen in the 1914-1918 war and twenty-one in the 1939-1945
war. The additions made to the church interior in solemn and grateful
remembrance of the young men who worshipped in the church and
gave their lives in the two wars are pre-eminent by their significance
and by their intrinsic beauty.

The dead of the First World War are commemorated by the east
window. This window was unveiled by the father of three sons
named Wilbraham whose names appear on the memorial plaque.

The first part of the Second World War memorial is the new altar
rail which has two motifs— 'The Pelican in her Piety”” and “The
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Paschal Lamb.” It was dedicated on the 20th February, 1949, by the
Bishop of Chester, the Right Reverend D. H. Crick who, on the same
date, dedicated three windows in memory of individual parishioners.

The Second World War memorial was completed by the dedi-
cation of a new font on Remembrance Sunday, 1952. The font was
dedicated by the Vicar, The Rev. H. V. Aspinwall, six months before
his retirement. The original font was in line with the aisle. The new
font was erected in the same position but was later removed to a
position nearer the south wall to allow freedom of movement from
the new choir vestry. The font is made of Caen stone, a fitting choice
of stone for a war memorial. The town of Caen saw much of the
fighting in the assault on Normandy. There is a link also with the
mother church of England. Eight hundred years ago the choir of
Canterbury Cathedral was rebuilt with Caen stone. In 1956 the
original font was given to the church of St. Thomas, Liscard.

THE CHOIR VESTRY

The choir vestry, with flower room, toilet and storage cupboards,
was built in 1964/5 in style and material (Glossop stone) matching
the existing building. It was consecrated on the 31st January, 1965,
by the Bishop of Chester, the Right Reverend G. A. Ellison, in the
presence of the chairman and members of the Wirral Urban District
Council. The choir had previously robed in a temporary curtained
vestry in the nave with iron rails made by Enoch Roberts, a Pensby
blacksmith, who will be remembered for his skill with the accordion
at Harvest Home suppers and for the pony-trap in which he used to
bring his wife to church.

20



CHAPTER SIX
THE CHURCH WINDOWS

WITH the exception of one window in the choir vestry all win-
dows in the church are filled with stained glass. There are no
windows by an artist of eminence equal to Burne-Jones who
designed windows for Neston Church, and there is none so precious
as the fifteenth century east window at Woodchurch, but all the
windows are things of beauty and are worthy of close examination.
They are works of art which show the change in taste through nearly
a hundred years.

Victorian stained windows are often overcrowded, every square
inch of glass being coloured and every space filled with ornamen-
tation, Gothic canopy work, floral and geometrical designs, and
lettering. In modern windows the figures stand in relief against small
areas of translucent glass. Each window in our church would merit
a detailed description but, for the sake of brevity, the main features
only are now mentioned with, in parenthesis, the names of the
persons to whom they are dedicated. Some of the newer windows
were designed by the artist who designed windows for the rebuilt
House of Commons.

PORCH

St. George slaying the dragon. (Lieutenant William Richard
Ferdinand Thomas).

PROCEEDING EASTWARD—
NORTH WALL OF NAVE

1. Boaz and Ruth in the cornfield. (Lilian Aspinwall). The face
of Ruth is a portrait of Mrs. Aspinwall, wife of the Rev. H. V. Aspin-
wall. In the trefoil are the arms of the Aspinwall family with motto
—"Aegis fortissima virtus”—"Virtue is the strongest shield.”

2. The Resurrection and the Ascension. (The gift of Richard
and Helen Tidswell). The first stained window.

3. Christ blessing the children. (John W. W. Danson).
CLERGY VESTRY
Three windows dedicated to Carolina Thomas.
1. (Near the organ) St. Cecilia (Patroness of musicians).
2. Melchizedek.

3. Christ the King. (The artist has omitted the nail wound from
the left hand).
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THE CHANCEL
East Window:
The Ascension.

The 1914-1918 War Memorial. Symbolised by the slain dragon
in the north light and the broken sword and ploughshare in the
south light. Slightly damaged in the 1939-1945 war.

PROCEEDING WESTWARD—
SOUTH WALL OF CHANCEL

1. The Child Christ. (The Rev. Allen George Glenn and Agnes
Blanche Glenn).

2. The Annunciation. (Henry Porter). When installed this win-
dow was not considered to be satisfactory. It was taken out and
redesigned.

SOUTH WALL OF NAVE

1. The Adoration. (Ann Eleanor Danson). A lovely golden glow
in the wings of the three angels in the centre light.

2. The Sermon on the Mount. (Henry and Annie Porter)

3. The Child Christ in the Temple. (Douglas Stockdale).

4. Christ the Children’s Guardian. (Douglas Stockdale)
WEST WINDOW

The Four Evangelists. (John and Jane Porter). The Evangelists
are depicted with the opening words of their Gospels and their
symbols borne by angels. Below, the baptism of Jesus by John the
Baptist and St. Peter calling on Christ to save him from drowning.
In the trefoils the arms of the primatial see of York and the diocesan
see of Chester.

CHOIR VESTRY
St. Margaret (Martyr). (Margaret Beatrice Dakin). A beautiful
window with a threefold motif—the symbols of martyrdom, the

wonders of nature in Psalm 104 (the Harvest psalm) and, at the
base, the simplicity of the flowers of the field.
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