
Risk Assessment 

Name of activity, 
event, and location

Church Service at St 
Michael’s, Pensby

Date of Risk 
Assessment

28/7/21 Name of person doing this risk 
assessment

Chris Murphy

What hazard have you 
identified? 

What are the risks?

Who is at risk?
How are the risks already controlled? 

What extra controls are needed?

What has changed that 
needs to be thought 

about and controlled?

A hazard is something 
that may cause harm 
or damage. The risk is 
the harm that may oc-
cur from the hazard.

For example: young people, 
adult volunteers, visitors

Controls are ways of making the activity safer by 
removing or reducing the risk from it. 
For example, you may use a different piece of 
equipment or change the way you do the activity

Keep checking through-
out the activity in case 
you need to change 
what you’re doing or 
even stop the activity

The air-borne spread 
of Coronavirus

Everyone who attends an indoor 
service.

The buildings will be aired before and during the 
service by opening windows/doors throughout en-
abling a free flow of air through the sections of the 
centre. This will mitigate some of the risk of singing 
but singers should also be aware of the proximity of 
other people and their volume.

The use of face masks is 
encouraged but not man-
dated.

Legionella

Anyone using the toilet facili-
ties or using the kitchen facili-
ties

Ensure that all aspects of the water system are 
flushed before use, including hot & cold water sup-
plies and toilet cisterns throughout the centre. 
The water system has been flushed through on a 
weekly basis for a minimum of 15 mins/week since 
April 2020. 
Note: Font in church is empty of water. 
Refreshments will not be provided after the service

The policy on refresh-
ments will be reviewed at 
the end of August.



General uncleanness 
and unsanitary state of 
the church after long-

term disuse.

Anyone who attends the church 
service.

The kitchen was subject to a deep clean by volun-
teers on the week beginning 12 July. 
The church has been cleaned on a weekly basis for 
the past 12 months and will continue to be cleaned 
on a weekly basis.

Return of Bibles and 
hymn books to chairs 
and the risk of coron-

avirus

Anyone who chooses to use a 
church bible or hymn book

The church will be sanitised after each service with 
a fogging machine, otherwise the church will be 
left for 72 hours before another service takes 
place.

The risk of spreading 
coronavirus through 

the shared use of the 
communion cup

Anyone who wished to partake 
of the communion wine.

We will continue to celebrate communion in one-
kind (bread only).

This situation will be re-
viewed when the new in-
cumbent arrives.

The spread of coron-
avirus through physical 
touch/proximity

Everyone who attends church. Although social distancing is no longer required, it 
will continue to be encouraged. There will be a 
zoned area, to the left hand side of the church for 
those who wish to enter a socially distanced area, 
where chairs will remain at a 1 metre plus distance.

People will be asked to 
respect social distancing, 
especially for those who 
choose to sit in the zoned 
area.

General spread of 
Coronavirus

Everyone who attends church. The one way system is no longer in operation but 
signs about test and trace remain with the NHS Q-
code for people to scan. 
Welcomers will continue to sanitise those attend-
ing, upon arriving and leaving (unless people bring 
their own gel) and the welcomers will continue to 
wear masks. 
Gloves and face masks (including visors) will be 
available upon request.

Monitor various notices/
signs

Reopening of toilet fa-
cilities

Anyone who uses the toilet fa-
cilities

The toilet will be provided with surface sanitiser, 
liquid soap, paper towels and hand sanitiser. No-
tices will be displayed reminding the user to sani-
tise the toilet after use and of the need of safe 
practice.

If people are not observ-
ing basic standards of hy-
giene the toilets will be 
closed again.



Responsibility for overseeing assessment: 

Rev’d. C. Murphy 

Churchwarden: Anna Mountford 

Responsible Persons involved in service. 

CCM/July 2021.

Hospitality and the 
spread of coronavirus 
through additional so-
cial contact

Anyone who wishes to stay be-
hind at church at the end of the 
service

Hospitality in the form of tea, coffee and tap water 
will not be provided. 
People will be encouraged to bring own bottled 
drink. 
People can stay to socialise but are encouraged to 
leave the building in order to talk outside.

Person with Coron-
avirus symptoms at or 
after service. 

The Church Centre will be 
closed for a period of 72 hours 
no access will be permitted. 
The Parish Administrator will be 
advised of situation who will 
advise the appropriate local au-
thority of the situation.

Following closure, the Church Centre will be 
cleaned as per Diocesan Guidance. 

As Required


