
Dear Friends,

Following the announcement from our Prime Minister on Monday, I thought I would update you on 
what this means for our parish:

1) Our service pattern will continue, in the short-term, as it has since January 10th. Each Sunday 
there will be: an 0830 Holy Communion at Christ Church; a 0930 service of Morning Prayer at 
St. Michael’s; and a 1030 service of Morning Prayer at Christ Church. The 1030 Holy 
Communion will also continue on Wednesday.

2) The gradual easing of restrictions means that ‘The Hub’ will continue to meet online until at 
least Easter. During Lent the Prayer Course will continue and, alongside this, David Trollope 
will lead a series of meditations on Jesus’ journey to the cross. You can find the details on the 
notice sheet.

3) On Monday 8th March children will return to school. Since it is safe for children to return to 
school it is also safe for them to return to Sunday School. This means that from Sunday, March 
14th (which is also Mothering Sunday) there will be provision for those aged under 14 at St. 
Michael’s. From this point on the 0930 will revert to being a family service, with communion 
once a month. If you would like to come, please book with Cecelia in the office.

4) During Holy Week we hope to have a number of special services and events to help us make 
the most of the season. Sadly, it will not be possible to share a Maundy Thursday meal this 
year but we hope to have some form of communion service to remember the Last Supper. 
Similarly, on Good Friday there will some of form of reflective service to help us meditate upon 
the cross. Details of these services and other events that may be suitable for children will be 
published closer to the time and will depend on how the roadmap develops.

5) We have received notice from the Diocese that the APCM needs to take place before May 31st. 
At this stage we will stick with our current plan to have the APCM on Sunday, April 25th. The 
details of the APCM will depend on how the roadmap is developing but at this stage the plan is 
to meet at 1000 at St Michael’s.

6) We will not re-start the 1100 at St Michael’s until at least May 9th. Verity and I are expecting a 
baby during the week after Easter, and with reduced resources as a result of the vacancy, the 
Covid-19 situation, and a period of paternity leave, an 1100 service feels like a bridge too far 
for the time being. There is also a question mark over the long-term viability of this service. A 
number of people who used to go the 0900 at St Michael’s have told me they will move to 0830 
at Christ Church, 0930 at St Michael’s, or make use of the mid-week communion. If this is the 
case, then there will be little demand for an 1100 communion service. I am currently trying to 
talk to everyone who used to go the 0900 service to canvass their views. If I have not yet 
managed to talk to you, and you would like to let me know your opinions, then please get in 
touch.

For some the roadmap will seem too slow, for others it will seem too fast, but either way we can 
give thanks to God for the rollout of the vaccine and that there are promising signs we will return to 
some form of normality at some point this year. It has been great to hear of so many people 
receiving their vaccines and to witness the increased confidence this has provided. At the mid-
week communion this week we hit double figures for the first time since last March and it was 
lovely to see a number of people I have not seen for many months.

May God bless you and keep you in the coming months. 

With love in Jesus,

Chris


