
 

 1 



 

 2 

 

Our parish and its surroundings 
 

Situated on the Wirral Peninsular, surrounded by the River Mersey, River Dee and the 

Irish Sea, Barnston and Pensby, although only a mile apart, are quite different 

locations.  Barnston is set in farmland and close by is Barnston Dale with the Fox and 

Hounds, a pub dating back to the 15th century. The only local shop used to be the 

Post office but its change to a hat shop leaves little of the village centre now, though 

a farm shop has opened recently. The main housing is some distance from the 

church. Parishioners live in a wide area from Thingwall to Heswall and slightly further 

afield. Christ Church is a traditional church building in the centre of the village.  Built 

in 1871, it is appreciated by many in the community who have long standing links. 

 

About 15 year ago we extended the existing hall by building an upper storey, known 

aptly as the Upper Room. This gives a large meeting room and several offices: one is 

used by the Parish Administrator. The hall has been increasingly used by community 

groups and other users. 

 

There are several schools in the area: Barnston Primary School, which began life as a 

church school in our current church hall. The other is Heswall Primary, a short 

distance as the crow flies and a pleasant walk away across the fields. Pupils from 

both schools visit the church on a regular basis. Pensby is a more densely populated 

area and St Michael and all Angels modern in style, was built in 1958.  

 

Eight years ago we had a major building project, knocking down the existing church 

hall and creating a wonderful new hall adjoining the church. It is known as the “Cross 

at the crossroads” and is well used as a vibrant community centre. The attractive 

foyer with its cafe-style tables and chairs between the church and the large hall 

makes the whole area suitable for large functions and it is often used for this. The 

buildings are surrounded by an open grassy area with flowers and trees, giving a 

welcoming aspect to shoppers and passers-by. The project has been a major step of 

faith but it is already fulfilling the church’s hopes and dreams.   
 

Following this work a further project 

has been undertaken, completely 

refurbishing the interior of St Michael’s 

church, making it more in keeping with 

the rest of the building and fit to be a 

church for Pensby for the 21st century. 

The newly refurbished church was 

rededicated in July of 2015 and its 

improved flexibility, comfort, acoustics 

and technology are already hugely 

appreciated. 
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Pensby Primary School is about half a mile away from St Michael’s and a little further 

away is Thingwall Primary School.  

We have excellent relationships with both schools and encourage them to visit and 

use our churches. Pensby High School is just on the border of our parish and is 

popular in the neighbourhood. Volunteers from the church are also involved at 

Pensby Wood Day Centre for adults with learning and physical disabilities and at 

Pensby Hall Nursing Home . 
 

The population of the parish is about 16,000 and our worshipping community is 

approximately 400. Obviously these numbers show there is a vital need for outreach 

in our community. In particular, there is a pressing need to bring the good news of 

Jesus Christ to a new generation, including the 1200 primary school children and 

their families who live in the parish. One of the projects under consideration has 

been to establish a church plant in the Heswall Hills area of the parish. This 

possibility remains part of our thinking and appears in our Five Goals for Five Years. 

 

Life in our church 
 

Clergy and Staff 

We are blessed in having two clergy to lead our 

parish. The Vicar has overall responsibility for the 

parish and mainly leads the worship in Barnston 

Church. The Associate Minister lives at 8 Antons 

Road, Pensby, a well-maintained semi-detached 

house with a mature garden. The Associate Minister 

has particular responsibility for the worship and 

pastoral care at St Michael’s. 
 

The work of the parish is equally divided between the Vicar and  the Associate 

Minister according to their talents and strengths.  A preaching programme is worked 

out at the beginning of each quarter, largely following an expository model, and 

shared amongst the clergy, lay readers and two retired clergy, all of whom give 

generously of their time and talents. Services usually involve members of the 

congregation in leading worship, readings and prayers. 
 

The Vicar has a complementarian view of the ministry of women in the church, 

believing that overall leadership in the local church ought to be male. The PCC and 

congregation in general have an egalitarian view and have voted in favour of both 

the ordination of women Priests and the consecration of women bishops and have 

supported two female congregation members into ordained ministry.  The church 

leadership have worked well together despite differing views and the new children, 

young people and family worker will be someone who is able to respect and work 

with both of these points of view.   
 

Our paid Administrator is Jan Murphy and she works 20 hours a week, Tuesday - 

Friday. 
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Our Church wardens are Jim Parr and Marilyn Lloyd, based at Barnston and Pensby 

respectively. The Deputy Wardens are Sue Orman (Pensby) and Vicky Bithell and 

Colin Leeman (Barnston).  We have seven Pastoral Workers and many volunteers 

forming a reliable, creative and hard-working team. 

 

Corporate worship, celebration and teaching 

Each year we have a motto text. In 2017 this is: 
 

“Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted 

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught and 

overflowing with thankfulness.”  Colossians 2: 6 - 7 
 

We believe in a God who speaks today in his word the Bible.  We want to encourage 

all of our church members to grow in their confidence in reading, understanding, 

trusting and living by what it says.   

 

Our clergy believe that their role is to explain  the Bible and bring its message to all in 

a relevant and  meaningful way.   In our preaching  we seek to allow the Bible to 

speak plainly for itself, trusting that it is able to bring spiritual life and grow people in 

Christ-like godliness. 

 

The clergy also endeavour to develop styles of worship which promote spiritual 

growth among people from different backgrounds. This has involved differentiating 

the music, liturgy and flavour of the various services each week. Our services 

currently take place as follows: 

 

Christ Church Barnston 

Sunday morning services begin with 8am Communion, alternating between 1662 and 

Common Worship:  this service has no music. Congregations average about 20 and 

tend to be older in age. Breakfasts, served after the service on the first Sunday of the 

month, are popular and encourage church members to know each other better. 

 

At 10.30am we have a warm, friendly, relaxed service with contemporary music 

accompanied by a gifted music group. Congregations average 70 - 90 with a wide age 

range.  We have a staffed creche and offer activities for 3 - 11 years olds in two 

groups (called Jaffa and mini-Jaffa.)  We have a lively group of teenagers who attend 

the morning service, staying in the service throughout. 

 

The first Sunday of the month is a Parade Service with all- age worship when we 

welcome the uniformed organisations and their families.   

Numbers attending these services have fallen over recent years and we continue to 

hope that we can encourage more interaction between church and these 

organisations.  The second, fourth and fifth Sundays are based loosely on  
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CW Morning Service with the young joining us for the first part of the service then 

leaving for their own activities. The third Sunday is Family Communion when young 

people have their own activities first then join us for the actual communion. Because 

of the practical difficulties we face with seating and parking space, our baptism 

services take place after our morning service.  

Families come to the following morning service for a welcome, in a more relaxed 

setting.   

 

St Michael and All Angels 

Services here follow a similar pattern.  

For the 9am service the clergy often leave the 8am service swiftly to take the service 

at Pensby. Numbers are larger at St Michael’s, with about 40 attending.  We sing 

hymns, but otherwise have a very similar service to that at 8.00.  There is a breakfast 

after the 9.00 service on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

 

The 10.45 service at St Michael’s is more informal, with 50 - 60 people attending; 

there are activities for children aged  3 - 13. There is sometimes a small music group 

but often the congregational singing is accompanied by CD’s.  

 

The 6.30 service alternates between Christ Church and St Michael’s and is either 

Communion or Evening Worship. This is usually a traditional service with more 

substantial teaching. We occasionally have a small choir and are always accompanied 

by our organist. We have a Healing Service each term, and have started to do these 

in the mornings as well.  In the past two years we have started a monthly informal 

service, with more contemporary music, aiming to encourage those on the front line 

of Christian service to grow in their confidence and wisdom serving Christ. 
 
 

At St Michael’s there is also a mid-week service of Holy Communion on Wednesdays, 

led by the clergy on a rota basis. Many come only to this service. 

 

Ecumenical activities.   

Our clergy have good relationships with other churches in the area, though formal 

links have dwindled in recent years, along with the number of churches and 

ministers. 
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Pastoral Support 

The clergy are a crucial part of the pastoral care given to those in need, especially to 

those with whom they come in contact through occasional offices.  It is followed up 

by our pastoral workers and the bereavement visiting team. Each church has a Link 

Group that meets periodically to consider the pastoral needs of church members. In 

addition, and of great significance for those going through difficult times, are our 

housegroups. 

 

Housegroups 

We have had housegroups for about 25 years. There are 12 groups with about 100 

members. They meet to grow as disciples, by studying the Bible, praying and sharing 

their lives with one another. Often the studies mirror what is being preached in 

morning or evening services.  At other times we use materials involving DVD’s and we 

occasionally encourage groups to meet for central meetings, for example during  

Lent. Groups meet weekly or fortnightly in people’s homes, in the evenings or the 

afternoons. There is a group for young people that continues to attract  

new members. 

 

Mission Support 
 

Our parish has partnership links with individuals and organisations working for 

Christ across the world.  We support them with prayer and 

personal contact  as well as financially.  We have arranged 

visits to some of them and regularly receive them as visitors 

ourselves, appreciating the chance to learn more about what 

it means to be committed disciples of Jesus.  Our partners 

include: 
 

Sena and Jane Ounate Lare with Crosslinks  

in Northern France. 
 

David and Sarah Roche with CMS in Beirut, Lebanon 
 

Elio Martiz working for Equipo Impacto in Cuba, in partnership with Crosslinks 
 

Joshua and Miriam Mbithi at Neema Children’s Home, Eldoret, Kenya 
 

The Youth Project at St Peter’s Church, Rock Ferry, Wirral. 
 

The Mission Committee raises the profile of Mission partnerships and distributes the 

tithe of our income set aside for mission. We support other mission work locally, 

nationally and overseas and have a fund to enable members of the church to 

undertake short mission projects at home and overseas. 
 

Publicity and Communication.   

We have a very good parish magazine, Spotlight,  which we use to communicate 

church life to the congregation and to people in the parish.   
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Children’s and Youth Activities 
 

Many church members are involved in encouraging and teaching children and young 

people. 

 

Messy Church  takes place each month and involves 20 - 30 children and their 

parents and carers. It follows the usual pattern of craft and games, a short service in 

church and a family tea, prepared by a terrific team of caterers. 

 

Open the Book  is a programme of Bible stories delivered in dramatised form in local 

Primary Schools. There is currently one team which goes out each fortnight to 

Dawpool and Barnston Primary Schools and receive a very warm welcome. Members 

of the clergy do additional assemblies in Heswall, Pensby, Thingwall and Barnston 

Primary Schools, and in Stanley Special School.   

 

Our teenagers meet in Focus on Sunday, our youth 

group, that gets together at 7.30pm each fortnight.  This 

is a small but lively and growing group and they meet for 

games, chat and to grow as disciples of Jesus.  A good 

number of our teenagers have attended summer camps 

run by CYFA and other organisations.  This has become 

an important part of  the year for many of them.   

 

 

Each August we hold a Holiday Club for Primary 

School children. This last year we had 45 - 50 

children every day over five days and a large 

number on the Sunday to a service and barbecue. 

It involves a large team of leaders and helpers and 

we try to involve older children and teenagers in 

running it.   

 

Little Tugs is our parent and toddler group, meeting every 

Monday in St Michael’s Hall.   

It is extremely popular and we have a waiting list of 

parents wanting to attend. It is an excellent opportunity to 

grow relationships with families in the area. 

 

 

There are well established and popular uniformed organisations attached to both 

churches. Many of the leaders are members of the church family and we continue to 

try to build links between the midweek meetings and Sunday church services.   
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Adult Activities. 
 

Over many years the church has run enquirers groups. Since 1999 there have been 

about 30 Alpha Courses. More recently we have used Christianity Explored and 

Uncover as alternatives and we continue to run two courses each year, sometimes 

with just one or two people, sometimes with a larger group. We have a skilled and 

enthusiastic catering team that helps with these and over the years we have had a 

large number of people as assistant leaders. We have also run follow up groups 

using Discipleship Explored and The Course of Your Life, both aiming to develop 

people as active, growing disciples of Jesus Christ.   
 

Holiday Club for Seniors.  For the last 8 years we have held this event for older folk 

on 4 consecutive Thursdays in July/August and for 1 day in the Christmas holidays.  

Each day is packed with interesting activities, mostly in the hall at Pensby but also 

with a day trip to a place of interest. The days have been very popular and have 

strengthened our links with the elderly people of the community.   

 

Bereavement Fellowship Lunch is held each month in Barnston Hall and provides a 

hot meal cooked on the premises by a very able and hard-working team. It is offered 

to those who have recently been bereaved and members of the Bereavement 

Visiting Team are present to offer words of encouragement and comfort if needed.  

This is not a sad or solemn event - the discussions range over many topics and there 

is much laughter as the regular attenders meet up and exchange news. 

 

Carers Get Together  provides a sympathetic and welcoming environment for all 

carers and former carers who give of themselves to provide a better quality of life for 

those they love. They meet once a month in St Michael’s Church Foyer to have lunch 

and a varied programme of informative talks, exercise, relaxation or fun activities 

giving mutual support and friendship. They aim to improve well-being by reducing 

social isolation and helping restore confidence. 

 

Parish weekends 

We organise weekends away and have been to 

Scargill in Yorkshire, Abbotts Grange in Grange

-over-Sands and in recent years to The Quinta 

in Shropshire. These have been wonderful 

times of revitalisation and spiritual renewal 

from which we have all returned full of 

enthusiasm. 
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Baptism preparation. 

Families wanting baptism are invited to attend church and to come to a Baptism 

Preparation Course. We are currently revising how this is arranged and how families 

are supported before and after the baptism of their child. We are keen to encourage 

baptism families to continue an active connection with the church after the 

baptism.We hold a number of events in the year to help with this including an Easter 

Egg Hunt, a Summer Family Barbecue and the Pop-up Nativity at Christmas.  
 

Contact is a monthly meeting for ladies held in Barnston Church Hall with an 

interesting programme of activities and visits. Some are thought-provoking and 

some are purely social. It has about 30 ladies attending 

 

Marriage Preparation.  Each year we hold a Marriage Preparation Day to which all 

wedding couples are invited. During the day all aspects of marriage are covered from 

the music in church to financial concerns. Most participants arrive looking deeply 

worried but as the couples are leaving to go home they have lots of useful 

information about not only the wedding day itself but also about their lifelong 

commitment to each other. We try to offer advice on how to get through the 

inevitable ups and downs of living together so that their marriage is one of 

understanding, loving, cherishing and communicating with each other. We try to 

show how warm and hospitable our church is and our kitchen team are on hand to 

provide a good lunch and refreshments. 

 

Mothers Union bring together some of the most committed women in the church 

family (and some men!) and  celebrated 50 years of membership at Pensby in 2016.  

They meet monthly, have Corporate Communion each month and support various 

projects in the church and the community. They supply baptism cards and candles 

and remember the birthdays of newly baptised children for 5 years. They support 

Arrowe Park Hospital Baby Unit, and the Women’s Refuge at Styal Prison amongst 

many other projects. 

 

Family Plus runs activities supporting parents of pre-school 

and school age children, trying to develop friendships with 

those we know from baptism, Little Tugs and our schools 

work. They organise 3 or 4 events each year. 

 

In the last few years we have started a bi-monthly Men’s Breakfast, which attracts 30 

- 40 men from the church and their friends.  We have speakers from outside and 

within the church and our aim is to grow men as disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

More recently a twice yearly Women’s Breakfast has started, with the same aim, and 

with a larger attendance. 
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Sewing and crafts.  A number of people in church have ability and enthusiasm in 

handicrafts and a number of groups have started that allow people to practice these 

activities, as well as enabling fringe and non-church members to get to know 

Christians better. There is a sewing group on a Wednesday and a knitting group on a 

Friday. An offshoot of these is Sew Far Sew Good, a project run in partnership with a 

local GP's surgery that aims to support isolated and vulnerable people in the area . 
 

Each year we form a choir to join with the Salvation Army for a Christmas Concert 

and to sing at numerous services and events in the community.  

It is one of the activities that draws support from across Christ Church and  

St Michael’s and we are blessed to be able to serve Christ together in this way. 

 

We have run a highly successful Christmas Fair  over a number of years, partly to 

raise funds for our building projects but chiefly as a way of encouraging people from 

the local community to meet church members and to enjoy the hall and church at  

St Michael’s.  It involves a lot of work through the year and on the day, but is a  

pre-Christmas highlight for many.   

 

In 2015 a Summer Fair  was held, to coincide with the opening of the refurbished  

St Michael’s.  It went very well and we hope to repeat the event this Summer.    

 
 

Drama productions.  We are 

fortunate in having a very able and 

committed retired drama teacher in 

our congregation and over a number 

of years she has helped us to put on 

dramatic productions, aiming to 

involve churched and non-churched, 

young and old in an enjoyable 

common activity. We have used the activity as a way of raising funds for our building 

projects but its benefits go far beyond that.   

 

Prayer 

The prayer life of our church is important to us all. In our services church members 

are encouraged to lead the prayers and there are enthusiastic and committed 

groups who meet and pray together regularly. We have a Prayer Ministry team which 

ensures that sensitive listeners are available after each service for individual private 

prayer. There are a number of prayer triplets, an early Morning Prayer meeting and a 

monthly Central Prayer Meeting called Centrepoint. Prayer support is offered 

through Housegroups and at Mission Committee meetings. The clergy and office 

staff have morning prayers each day.   
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Our vision for the future.   
 

In early 2015 the staff and PCC worked together to outline the direction that they 

think we ought to head as a church in the coming years. We have developed Five 

Goals for Five Years:    

 

By the grace of God, we will pray, teach the Bible and love one another so that we 

will be 
 

A church caring for people of all ages and helping them to be disciple-making 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

A church with a younger profile than we currently have, with a greater proportion of 

children, young people and families 

 

A church that is able to support a church plant 

 

A church reaching out, giving every person in the parish the opportunity to hear and 

respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

 

A church serving the people around us. 

 

To achieve these goals we intend to 
 

Complete the refurbishment of  

St Michael’s 

 

Train and support all involved in Bible teaching 

 

Equip all church members for love and witness 

 

Develop a plan to visit every home in the parish, to understand people’s concerns 

and to make Jesus and our church more widely known 

 

Form a baptism follow-up team, to help us support baptism families 

 

Develop our children, youth and family work so that it is encouraged,  

co-ordinated and extended 

 

Pray with wisdom, passion and commitment and encourage new ways of doing so. 

 

PCC has had these goals on their agenda ever since, and we constantly work to see 

how we can achieve them, and the steps towards them that we have identified.  We 

believe that this is how we are to be involved in the worship and the mission of God 

in Barnston and Pensby. 
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Summary 
 

We find ourselves at a point of great possibility and of some urgency as a church.  

We are well resourced but face a demographic challenge and the continuing 

responsibility to make Christ known in every generation. With the arrival of a new 

Associate Minister St Michael’s is taking the next step in its history.   As a church we 

have committed volunteers, excellent facilities and strong connections with local 

schools and community groups.  However, there continues to be a pressing need for 

the gospel to ring out from our church. We are eager to welcome a Children Young 

people and Family Worker who will help both Christ Church and St Michael’s to step 

out boldly, prayerfully and lovingly, for the glory of God and the good of the people 

of our community.     

 

 

 

Please contact the Vicar, Peter Froggatt on 0151 648 1776 or peter@froggatt.org.uk 

for more information or to arrange an informal visit.  


