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Tel: 0151 648 2404   Fax: 0151 648 2407   www.barnston.info 

Email:  jan@barnston.info  
Registered Charity. No 1135685 

SERVICES 
Details are given in the calendar.  

There is also Holy Communion at 8.00am at Barnston and 9.00am at Pensby. 
Groups for children are integrated with the 10.30am service at Barnston & 10.45am service at 

Pensby. The youngsters are in church for part of each service. 
Crèche or other facilities for small children run in both churches. 

Material for the Mar 2011 issue should be submitted in writing  or  by  e-mail to the Editor,  

Parish Office, Christ Church Barnston  by Sunday  13 February 2011 
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Ian Writes  
On Sunday 16th January about 60 of us went down to 
see Paddyôs Collation and Induction at Hereford 
Cathedral. It was a very splendid occasion, the 
Church of England doing well what it really can do 
well, a beautiful and meaningful service and 
ceremony, full of beautiful music, well-rehearsed 
ceremonial, amazing dress- and more gold chains 
than you could shake a stick at! 
 
But for Paddy and for us as a parish it was both an 
end and a beginning- the end of Paddyôs ministry with 
us, captured in his walking from Barnston to Hereford; 
the start of his new ministry there; the start of a new 

Chapter in the life of our parish. Itôs a Chapter that has quite a difficult opening- how 
do we keep the life of the parish on the boil, whilst we wait for Paddyôs replacement? 
 
That was the challenge which faced PCC when it met for the first time the day after 
the service at Hereford. We are not sure when we will get a replacement for Paddy, 
weôre waiting to get a date in Bishop Keithôs diary for the interviews, then the adverts 
can appear in the national Church Press. With a Diocesan pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, and Easter, it may not be till May that we know who is coming, and September 
before we have a new Staff Team in place. 
 
So PCC looked at the draft Growth Action Plan (GAP) for the coming year, to ensure 
we continue growing in witness and ministry. GAP is proving its worth- there is a 
sense of movement forward, of growth, of people feeling encouraged to start and 
build up new ventures- Messy Church and the Friday Knitting Group for example, or 
the continuing growth of the Mothersô Union, and as the year closed, the launch of 
the new Evening Mothersô Union. So we can look forward to the coming year with 
confidence, even as we carry the burden of the vacancy. 
 
This new GAP has the same three priorities- Engaging with the Local Community; 
Turning Christians into Disciples; and Evangelism among people of all ages. There 
will be repeats of some activities, the Holiday Clubs for Seniors, something 
equivalent for school age children, hospitality, the Christmas Fair, discipleship and 
house groups. One or two things are on hold, for instance the idea of a Church Plant 
in the Heswall Hills area. 
 
And there will be new activities- above all, a major push and focus on ministry with 
children and young people, building on Messy Church, Assemblies Team, Open the 
book and the rest; opening up debate about how to remodel the interior of St 
Michaelôs, to make it more user-friendly; a Parish weekend; another Old Time Music 
Hall. There will be a renewed focus on The Bible, to celebrate the 400th Anniversary 
of the King James Version; a renewed and refreshed spirituality. It will be a testing 
year, but an exciting and vigorous one. Pray for its success, pray for Bishop Keith 
and Brian Dolman and Hilary Bird and the PCC, as they find Paddyôs successor! 
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Mission Matters  
Over the week 19-26 February Tearfund will be launching 
and helping us prepare for óOne Voiceô (27 Feb ï 6 Mar) ï 
a Global Poverty Prayer Movement. This yearôs óOne 
Voiceô is about being Lit up, Together, Around the world. 
People wanting to be channels of Godôs love ï beacons of 
hope and light in the darkness. When the  people of God 
around the world light up in prayer ï united as one global 
movement - together, we light up the darkness. We are 

óOne voiceô, the united body of Christ, praying together for an end to poverty. 
As we pray for communities affected by poverty, theyôll be praying for us. As one 
part of the world goes to sleep, another is waking up, so prayer is ongoing round 
the world. 
If you are online you can visit www.tearfund.org/onevoice and plug into Tearfundôs 
One Voice community prayer space. If you are a social networker Tearfund invite 
you to join their Facebook group and spread the One Voice URL through            
Twitter. What will you be praying about? Will it be reconstruction in Haiti? Or          
rebuilding in Pakistan? Will it be tree planting, flood defences and drought resistant 
seeds to combat climate change? Or will it be for peace in the Middle East or     
elsewhere? 

Ceri Tector  

 

  

Photo - Layton Thompson/Tearfund  

Womenôs World Day of Prayer 
 

Friday 4 March  
Church of the Good Shepherd at 1.45pm  

St Chadôs Irby at 7.30pm 

 
Theme is ñHow many Loaves have you?ò  

prepared by Christian Women of Chile 
ñHow many loaves have you?ò is an appropriate theme for this service from Chile 
for bread is eaten at every meal and is very much a part of everyday life. The 
women of Chile offer what it means to them, as they share this service with us. 

http://www.tearfund.org/onevoice
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ALPHA  

Imagine a relatively successful church who is delighted to find that 
their new curate is very impressive. As part of his responsibilities he 
takes over their introductory course for people considering joining the 
church. It proves very successful and the congregational numbers 
start to increase. Other churches begin to hear about it and ask if 
they can get involved. The interest starts to grow and grow and soon 
it isnôt dozens of other churches in the UK that are involved but     
hundreds. Then leaders in other countries become aware so that the 
original material has to be translated into many different languages. 

So that 20 years later there have been 42.000 courses in 163 countries with 
15,000,000 people attending and very many of them deciding that they want to    
follow Jesus. It is, of course, ALPHA! 
 
A few quotes  
Alpha ...is probably the most interesting and incredible thing going on in our     

Christian world. Tony Blair, Former UK Prime Minister  

Alpha is fantastic because it explains it so simply and you go, "Wow, why didn't I 

think of that?" Bobby Ball, Comedian  

I believe the Alpha Course touches lives. I have seen so many people find a       
personal relationship with God & a quiet strength in their life after doing the course - 
me included - and it takes a proud man to say he never needs any help.             

Bear Grylls, TV Adventurer  

What Alpha has to offer is a unique mixture of Christian content and Christian style. 
I recommend it to all the Christian family as a very special tool of evangelism.      

The Most Rev'd Rowan Williams  

Interested? Either for yourself or someone that you know? Then read on! The Alpha 
course is designed primarily for people who aren't churchgoers and each course is 
open to everyone who would like to attend. But we have also seen some of our 
regular churchgoers finding a new depth and excitement in their faith. 

We launch our new course with a taster evening on Thursday March 3
rd

, 7.30 in 
St Michaelôs Hall. Literally a taster with a sit down meal followed by some music 
and then an introduction to the coming course. If you like it then you can sign up for 
the next 3 months and be guaranteed some delicious meals, some sparkling       
conversations and an opportunity to explore the meaning of your life in a thoroughly 
enjoyable and unthreatening atmosphere. 

To sign up simply contact the parish office on 648 2404. See you, Thursday       
evening, 3/3/11 at 7.30. If you want to bring a friend then there are invitations at the 
back of church. If you havenôt got a friend then come on your own and make some! 

Alan Johnson  

Toy Story?  
No. A true story with a sparkling Christingle script of words , music, verse, funnies and 
some sharp points to discomfort the wayward. 
Vibrant retelling of the Christian story by our schoolagers with parents help  showing  
conviction, precious gifts and a joyful engagement which, together with our committed 
nurturing in Christôs name offers a bright future for the church . 

Bill Hopley  
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Recent celebrations ...  

Mothersô Union Christmas Party 
Paddyôs Collation as  

Archdeacon of Hereford 

Christmas Day    
Baptism of Finley  Brookshire 

Christmas Fair in aid of Pensby 
Project  - raised £2,625.00! 

Christmas Holiday Club 
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and fundraising  

Fundraising for 
2011 Flower Festival in 
aid of Pensby Project. 
 
Dickensian Evening 
Raised £820+ 
 
January  2011 sale  
Raised £320 + 

Raising funds for Uganda 2011 


